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Mission Statement 
 
We support children and families who have escaped abu-
sive situations. We provide donated furniture and house-
hold goods to clients of domestic violence services and 
other agencies as these families begin new independent, 
productive lives in safe environments.  
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In Memoriam 
 

Jim Brown, whose vision led to the FreeStore,  
died Sept. 16, 2008. 

 
Several years ago, Jim Brown was helping paint some rooms at the Family Violence 
Center.  He asked the director how many women and children were currently living in 
the shelter.   
 
She replied,  “It is full and there is a waiting list.  One reason is that even after the 
women have “no contact” orders,  jobs, and  apartments, they don’t have anything to 
put in their apartments.  They often have to stay in the shelter for an extra month until 
they can afford furniture and kitchen items.”   
Jim said, “Why don’t I talk to some people and spread the word that we’ll collect their 
used household things when they replace them and we’ll give them to the women so 
they won’t have to stay in the shelter longer than necessary.” 
 
Thus, the idea of the FreeStore was born—and the idea took root and grew.   As a re-
sult of Jim’s vision at yearend 2008 FreeStore had filled 858 requests for help.   In 
2008 alone, 210 families were given furniture valued at over $341,128, and 287 chil-
dren had tables to eat on and beds to sleep on.  
 
With your support, we who volunteer at the FreeStore are committed to keeping his vi-
sion alive and growing. 
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